
 
P.O. Box 2513 ▪ Winston-Salem, NC 27102-2513 

Board of Education 
Malishai Woodbury, Chair • Barbara Burke, Vice Chair • Andrea Bramer • Lida Calvert-Hayes  
Leah Crowley • Dana Caudill Jones • Deanna Kaplan • Elisabeth Motsinger 
 
Dr. Angela P. Hairston, Superintendent 
 

 

As superintendent of Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools, my top priority is to ensure that we are providing the 
best educational opportunities to the 55,000 students who attend our schools. High student achievement and academic 
growth, provided in a nurturing, caring environment, will help our students reach their full potential and prepare them 
for college and careers when they graduate from high school. 
 
I’m happy to see that we made strides forward, but we need to continue to improve our results. While much of the 
state’s data release indicates maintained student outcomes overall, the district has shown increases in all areas of 
state-mandated accountability factors. By honing in on new and consistent strategies that continually show they are 
working, I am confident that we will see improvement in the areas being measured under ESSA. 
 
School Performance Grades (SPG), ranging from A to F, reflect a combination of student proficiency (80%) and 
student growth (20%). The grades are designed to provide a brief snapshot of student academic performance. Of the 
67 schools in Forsyth County that received a growth status, 9 (12%) traditional schools in WS/FCS received an SPG of 
A, 18 (23%) received a B, 18 (23%) received a C, 20 (26%) received a D, and 12 (15%) received an F. These results 
show 27 (35%) schools received an A or B in comparison to 21 (27%) in the 2017-18 school year. In addition, the data 
indicate that 12 (15%) of the schools received an F, which is an improvement from 16 (21%) in the 2017-18 school 
year. 

Academic growth is a measurement of student progress made during the duration of a course or grade level. For 2018-
19, 27 schools exceeded expected growth, up from 18 in 2017-18. Another 31 schools met expected growth, meaning 
81% of WS/FC schools met or exceeded expected growth, up from 73% in 2017-18. 
Inspire340 Schools are the lowest performing schools in WS/FCS, previously identified by the federal government as 
Priority or Focus schools. Inspire340 schools participate in additional professional development, and principals receive 
focused coaching leadership support. This initiative has become a model for enhanced and targeted support for all 
schools.  
 
For 2018-19, 13 out of 16 (81%) Inspire340 Schools met or exceeded growth expectations. In addition, 4 out of 9 
Inspire340 schools with a previous grade of F improved their school performance grade from F to D (Cook Literacy 
Model School, Forest Park Elementary, Hall-Woodard Elementary, and Mineral Springs Middle).  Two schools, 
Kennedy High and Wiley Magnet Middle moved from a D to C. 
 
In 2018-19, WS/FCS graduated at a rate of 86.2%, up from 84.5% in 2017-18. Over time, the district has improved its 
graduation rate by almost 16%, up from 70.8% in 2008. Comparatively, North Carolina recorded a graduation rate of 
86.5% in 2018-19. 
 
While the district maintains a goal of a 90% graduation rate, several high schools already have graduation rates above 
90%: Atkins Academic A&T, Early College of Forsyth, East Forsyth, Forsyth Middle College, Mount Tabor, Kennedy, 
Reagan, Walkertown, West Forsyth, and Winston-Salem Preparatory Academy. 
 
The district recognizes and appreciates the efforts of community partners to help improve the graduation rate. The 
United Way of Forsyth County, the Winston-Salem Chamber of Commerce, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, and The Forsyth 
Promise each continue to support programs to help students graduate. 
It is vitally important to keep staff members, students, families and the community informed about the progress we're 
making, district-wide and school by school. The Report Card material included on this website includes information 
about our successes, our challenges and other information, such as class size, attendance, school safety, instructional 
resources, teacher quality and more. You can view a snapshot of any school in the district, or you can see how the 
district as a whole is performing. 
 
Please take time to review our Report Card information on this website. On behalf of our students, staff and Board of 
Education, thank you for your support and commitment to Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools. 
 
Dr. Angela P. Hairston, Superintendent 


